A Hopeful Isaiah: The Lessons for a New
Rabbi

Source Sheet by Rabbi Zevi Lowenberg

Isaiah 6:8

(8) Then I heard the voice of my Lord
saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go
for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me.”

Isaiah 40:1-10

(1) Comfort, oh comfort My people,
Says your God. (2) Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, And declare to her That
her term of service 1s over, That her
iniquity is expiated; For she has
received at the hand of the LORD
Double for all her sins. (3) A voice
rings out: “Clear in the desert A road
for the LORD! Level in the
wilderness A highway for our God!
(4) Let every valley be raised, Every
hill and mount made low. Let the
rugged ground become level And the
ridges become a plain. (5) The
Presence of the LORD shall appear,
And all flesh, as one, shall behold
For the LORD Himself has spoken.”
(6) A voice rings out: “Proclaim!”
Another asks, “What shall I
proclaim?” “All flesh is grass, All its
goodness like flowers of the field: (7)
Grass withers, flowers fade When the
breath of the LORD blows on them.
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Indeed, man is but grass: (8) Grass el AR EEh ) ;ngl?'b?s bl
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of our God is always fulfilled! i : R
Ascend a lofty mountain, O herald of 'V'J*Q? 733?.3._7 21N Y
joy to Zion; Raise your voice with

power, O herald of joy to

Jerusalem— Raise it, have no fear;

Announce to the cities of Judah:

Behold your God! (10) Behold, the

Lord GOD comes in might, And His

arm wins triumph for Him; See, His

reward is with Him, His recompense

before Him.

Isaiah 40:27-31 N/7D-3172:1 1TOPR
(27) Why do you iay, O Jac.ob,.Why bx” 12701 25Y° RN Y (1)
declare, O Israel, “My way is hid A " TR
from the LORD, My cause is UQW?D & ?fm '-“73 7T '_‘1.5@3
ignored by my God”? (28) Do you X7 oK pyT) Ri%g (D) iy’
not know? Have you not heard? The nigp X732 71 oIy PR pyay
LORD is God from of old, Creator 0 TR YA KDY A &Y PR

of the earth from end to end, He
never grows faint or weary, His
wisdom cannot be fathomed. (29)
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He gives strength to the weary, (X9) 29w HiYD 02723 W
Fresh vigor to the spent. (30) Youths  D37%/33 2R q’?;gj 19 qgv’?gj "= halrd
may grow faint and weary, And DR X017 1997 i N9 YeT

young men stumble and fall; (31)
But they who trust in the LORD
shall renew their strength As eagles
grow new plumes: They shall run
and not grow weary, They shall
march and not grow faint.
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(9) For this to Me is like the waters of tee ol i O wem
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back in love.
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righteousness. You shall be safe from il 5 i s
oppression, And shall have no fear; N, D ADTRWT PRI K™
From ruin, and it shall not come near 098 7132 793 177 (1) 7798 22PN
you. (15) Surely no harm can be done  (T10) :219 2V JAR 3™ *NIRN
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(16) It is I who created the smith To 3) *5arh MR -
fan the charcoal fire And produce the (7°) 22307 D°OWR "DR73 "I

tools for his work; So it is I who =92) 17%° XY 979y 1% 993793
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No weapon formed against you Shall ARD 2NPTYY ' 0Ty hma NNk
succeed, And every tongue that ) R (O) .
contends with you at law You shall )
defeat. Such is the lot of the servants
of the LORD, Such their triumph
through Me —declares the LORD.

When he prophesied the good that awaited the righteous and the darkness that
would befall the evil, the Jews asked, “What is holding back the arrival of the
good, when will the ‘morning’ arrive?”
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Isaiah answered, “As soon as you desire it, G-d is willing.’
“What is withholding it?” they pressed further.

“Teshuvah,” said Isaiah, your heartfelt return to G-d.
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And arbitrate for the many peoples, And LT e 5
they shall beat their swords into plowshares DQDW,U NN 07 "R
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(6) The wolf shall dwell with the S Ny
lamb, The leopard lie down with the 7370y 0 22 ay axT YA (V)

kid; The calf, the beast of prey, and 13—'7:3—} 13?2 RT1 01 239 .V?,.-T
the fatling together, With a little boy 7°YIR 271 7291 (1) 102 N1 1R
to herd them. (7) The cow and the 222 TN mvj‘?g X2 I
bear shall graze, Their young shall oY pIi YWRY (1) 1anmoaNe
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the ox, shall eat straw. (8) A babe N . .
shall play Over a viper’s hole, And NP WD (0) 17T

an infant pass his hand Over an YT PRI AR WP 17702
adder’s den. (9) In all of My sacred (D) Nallojsla) Djj )2 'NTNN

mount Nothing evil or vile shall be
done; For the land shall be filled
with devotion to the LORD As

water covers the sea.
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